
Characteristics of the Rise of American Realism 
 
 

1. Renders reality closely and in comprehensive detail at expense of plot. 
2. Character is more important than action and plot. 
3. Complex ethical choices are often the subject. 
4. Characters are complex. 
5. Social class is important. 
6. Events will usually be plausible, avoiding the sensational. 
7. Diction is natural vernacular. 
 


